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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








guilty of these things.  You see these things don't show much.  They're easily concealed.  But they're nonetheless dangerous.  Even more so than some of the more obvious sins because they're not only hard to see but even harder to admit.  To admit them means you have to show your inner self a little, eat a little crow, bite the bullet somewhat.  And that's uncomfortable, if not downright painful.


"So what's the answer?"  You say.


	Humility.


__________________________


Cont. from page 1





Worm comes from the inside. But how does it get there? Simple! The insect lays an egg in the apple blossom. Some time later, the worm hatches in the heart of the apple and eats its way out. 


     Sin like the worm, begins in the heart and works its way through a person's thoughts, words and actions. For this reason, David wrote, "create in me a clean heart, O God" (Ps. 51:10)


     God has made it possible for us to have a pure heart through the blood of Jesus. But if we are to have a pure heart we must, “lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us" (Heb 12:1)


     As it is with refining gold, we must refine our hearts. Confession is the catalyst that binds sin and repentance is the fire that burns it away. When we do this, " we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous": 


(1 John 2:1) Take a songbook and read the words of  #542 "Purer in Heart, O God".


       Maybe we should sing it more often.


			JP





      Cain asked, "Am I my brother's keeper?" (Genesis 4:9).  King Saul said, "It was on account of the people!" (1 Samuel 15:15).  Rather than just take the blame, Judas went out and hanged himself (Matthew 27:15).  We just can't seem to rid ourselves of this tendency.  Oh, we know about it intellectually.  We are even quick to diagnose its presence in those around us.  But me?  Nahh!


     Perhaps the greatest level of maturity that Christians can attain is to come to admit sin--especially some types of sin.  Like the intellectual ones.  Things like pride.  Selfishness.  Things like that.  No excuses.  No procrastination.  No hesitation.  Just admitting it.  It's hard.  It's just plain hard.


     About the easiest thing you can do about it is don't do anything.  Just don't think about it.  Leave it alone and maybe it'll go away.  Be sure you don't let it get any time in your mind because it tends to mix you up, make you feel bad.  Besides, nobody knows, so why bring it up?


     David overcame.  When Nathan told him that he was the culprit in the parable of the stolen sheep, he could have ordered him out of the court; after all, he was the king.  He didn't.  He said, "I have sinned before my God" (2 Samuel 12:13).  He just 





the playground to the Hollywood variety.  We better think some about covetousness.  Lots of people will be lost because if it.


     How about self-righteousness?  Have you ever known anyone to admit to that?  I haven't.  "Who, me?  Nahh. . ."  And yet I see it around.  I've seen it in myself at times.  And I didn't like it, either.  It's repulsive.  Why is it we can't see ourselves as we really are?


     Self-righteousness comes from the wrong side--when you're not looking.  It putrefies piety and fashions it into something odious to God.  It rots holiness into something so sickeningly sweet that even evil men despise its stench.


     Count on it, self-righteousness is around.  Nobody wants to admit it could be somewhere among us," but it's there.  Some folks think they know everything.  They have examined every shred of truth.  There can be no doubt about it.  They have figured it out and that's that.  Their attitude, furthermore, is beyond examination.  They've never misrepresented anyone, never made a mistake in an accusation, never operated out of a poor motive.  How dare you question them?


     See what I mean?  Self-righteousness just has a foul odor.  But do you know anyone--I mean anyone-- who would admit to what I just described?  Who, me?  Naa!


     I may have wasted my time writing this little piece since	


there's nobody reading this that is					





                        Who, Me?  Naah!


                                    By Dee Bowman





To excuse oneself is a human propensity.  Even when I do wrong what I do is never as bad as when someone else does it.  When I get caught, my quickest defense (and often the most effective) is to blame someone else.  So great is the need for self justification that I will even blame God if necessary ("Why are you accusing me?  I'm only human!").








stepped right up to the bench and said, "I'm guilty."  He just flat out admitted it.  You got to admire that.  You just got to admire it.


     Fact is, there are just certain kinds of sins that almost nobody ever admits to.  They're there, though.  Yes sir, they're there.  And they're committed with some degree of frequency.  But almost nobody says, "Who me?  Yeh, I did, didn’t I?"


     I know these kinds of sins are around, even though we don't see them much, because the Bible mentions them so often.  So what that nobody admits them or talks much about them.  That's why they're so dangerous, so insidious, and so furtive.  Nobody identifies them, so they hang around without much opposition.


     Take covetousness for example.  How many people have you ever seen walk the aisle and say, "I'm here to repent of covetousness" or "I'm guilty of wanting things that don't rightfully belong to me," or "I've wanted more than what I can legitimately superintend," or "I've gone after things that I know aren't right"?  You may have seen someone do that.  I haven't.


     Covetousness is one of the most subtle, sophisticated, and pervasive of all sins.  It lingers in the background of every success story, ready to strike as soon as the time is right.  It hovers 


over popularity all the way from





Pure in Heart





 Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 


(Matt 5:8)





     For as long as I can remember, the product "Ivory soap" has been advertised as ninety-nine & 44/100% pure and I suppose that’s close enough for soap. Because it is almost impossible to remove all foreign matter from consumer products, the governing bodies allow a small percentage of impurities. In the true sense of the word, however, no tolerances are allowed. The root of the words pure and clean is "eilikrines" and "castus" which are to be free from alloy or admix. It is the basis upon which Jesus would say to the church at Laodicea, " I counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by fire, that thou mayest become rich;" (Rev 3:18). In the smelting process it is the heat of fire that removes the dross from metal and makes it pure. When the Israelites used gold for the things of God, it was to be "pure gold". (Ex 5 & 6)


     Because God is pure, the psalmist would write 


" The words of Jehovah are pure words; as silver tried in a furnace on the earth, purified seven times. 


(Ps 12:6) "the commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the eyes". (Ps 19:8) The pure nature of God allows no tolerance for the pureness of heart for those who would be his children. Even the smallest of sins left to fester in the heart will destroy the best intentions to serve God. A friend of mine sent me a story that explains this so well. It goes like this:


How does a worm get inside an apple? Perhaps you think the worm burrows in from the outside. No, the


Cont. on page 3


													








FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem;  Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Bro. Malcolm Smith's Mother who is 


recovering from surgery, He has taken 


her home.


Bro. Anthony Petrochko's recovery


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby


Our many members who will be traveling


over the holidays 


_____________________________


Ladies Bible class


2nd Tuesday of the month


7:30 PM at the Building


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Malcolm Smith


Song Leader---Brad Bowman


Lord's Supper---Ross Statham


   Asst. 1-----Jason Gaston	


   Asst. 2-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 3-----Anthony Petrochko


   Asst. 4-----Jim Statham


   Asst. 5-----Rex Veteto


2nd Prayer----Phillip West


Scripture Reading---Rodee Bruns


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Joey Jackson


Sunday PM Service





Special Service








Lord's Supper----Ross Statham


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-Anthony Petrochko


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Anthony Petrochko


Invitation---Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Ron Wood





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














